
Talking to your
child's  school if...
you think your child
is highly able

On the Enquire helpline we sometimes hear from parents who think their

children may be highly able but are not sure how to approach the school

to talk about their child’s needs.

Parents often don’t know their child’s rights to support or how best to help their

child. We have collaborated with the Scottish Network for Able Pupils (SNAP) to pull

together information and tips to help you when you are talking to your child’s school.

Firstly, what do we mean by a highly able child?

An able child is one who is very capable. A highly able child is one who is

achieving, or who has the potential to achieve, at a much higher level in one

or more areas than most learners of the same age.

Additional support for learning is not just a good idea, it is the law. The Education

(Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004, gives children who need

extra help at school or nursery the right to get the support they need. Under this law,

if your child is highly able they have the right to additional support so they can get

the most from school.

Some children and young people need extra help to get the most from their

education in order to flourish. Pupils who need extra or different help than other

pupils their age, for any reason, are said to have ‘additional support needs’.

Good to know...

Both you and the school want the same thing - the best possible learning

opportunities for your child. Schools must consider how to meet the needs of all the

children in their care, but your child has the right to have their individual needs met.

https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/ablepupils/


Tips for talking to your child's school...

1

Speak to your child before the meeting. Ask them to think about the classes, subjects or

topics they have found easy and what they think would help them and their learning.4

Try to share this information calmly and avoid criticising the school. Although you know

your child best and may be frustrated at the situation, it’s important to work in

partnership with the school as this is likely to result in the best outcomes for your child.
5

Try to use positive language whilst discussing your child's needs and behaviour, avoiding

words like 'bored'. Instead try 'I feel they would be benefit from a greater depth and

breadth of learning.'
6

Listen to what the school has to say. Your child’s teachers may already be aware

that your child is very able and be adapting the learning and teaching accordingly.

This may not always include special worksheets or extra homework.

7

If the school are not aware of your child’s needs, try to understand the school’s point of

view. Your child may be one of 30 learners in a class and your child's teacher may not have

noticed your child’s needs as quickly as you. In some cases, children who are highly able

may appear disruptive in class (for example distracting other learners, talking when others

are working, etc) or may be “doing well” and blending in. A meeting with the school can

be a helpful opportunity to discuss the possible reasons behind this behaviour.

8

Ask for a meeting with your child’s class or the pupil support teacher

to discuss your child’s needs.

2 Explain why you want to meet so they have a chance, if necessary, to think about

your child, gather evidence or speak to their teachers before the meeting.

3 Bring along examples of where you think your child could benefit from additional

support. Keep a diary for at least 2 weeks to highlight these examples. Take along work

your child has done, marking clearly what has been done without parental support.

Try also to share the positive aspects of school life especially times where your

child is secure, happy, challenged and has enjoyed learning.9



What if I need more advice?

Please get in touch with our helpline: www.enquire.org.uk/contact This infographic was written in

collaboration with:

Enquire’s 'Planning your child’s support'

factsheet has more info

www.enquire.org.uk/publications/planning

12
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11
Agree a plan going forward including details of the support your child will

receive. Your child may need a written plan depending on the level or type

of support needed.

Arrange a second meeting to review how the support put in place is working.

Alternatively arrange the best way to communicate with the school about your

child’s ongoing progress.

Ask the school for the best way for your child to make their teachers aware they

have finished their work or to ask for additional/more challenging work. This can

be important as some children do not want to share this information in front of

classmates.

If there is a particular kind of support you think might benefit your child,

it's a good idea to discuss this with the school.

13

The above information is adapted from SNAP’s information sheet 

“Snapshot 8: The Scottish Education System and Highly Able Pupils”. 

Additional advice and information for parents and learners can be found

on SNAP’s website www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/ablepupils

Check our website for more information: www.enquire.org.uk
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