The BIG questions about assessments
What is assessment?
Assessment is part of day-to-day
learning and teaching in school.
It starts in...
...and happens
thoughout
a child's time
at school.

Pre-school or
nursery

It is usually
done by teaching
or support for
learning staff in
school.

Assessment helps to:

give a picture of
a child's
progress and
achievements

identify whether
a child has additional
support needs and
the kind of support
they need

identify the next
steps a child
should take in
their learning.

If you think your child has additional support
needs that have not been identified...
The school may already be aware of
your child's needs and be providing
support. If not, ask about the options
for assessment.

Start by talking to
your child's class or
guidance teacher.

The school may decide another
professional such as an educational
psychologist should assess your child.
To assess your child’s needs, the
person carrying out the assessment
may observe your child in class, look
at their work or speak to their teacher.

You have the right
to ask your local
authority to assess
your child's needs.

If you want to do this, send your
assessment request in writing to
your local authority.
Enquire can tell you what information
to include in your request.

And remember...
You and your child should be involved
in the assessment and any decision
about support.
Although a diagnosis can help the
school understand a child's needs and
plan support, a child does not need a
formal diagnosis for support to be
put in place.

Children in P1, P4, P7
and S3 take part in
specific assessments
in literacy and
numeracy to monitor
their progress.

More information about assessments can be found
at www.enquire.org.uk/parents/assessments

More information
For advice and information about additional support
for learning contact Enquire on 0345 123 2303 or
visit our website www.enquire.org.uk

